Vancouver Island CJA
Meeting December 9, 2010
St. John the Divine

Record of Proceedings
Present (10)
Bob Mitchell
Sheila Paul (chair + recorder)
Harold Munn 
Steve Howell 
Eleanor Creighton
Clark Russell
Jennifer Phillips
Hank Mathias 
Gillian Lindquist

David Bratzer 
Regrets (13)
Phil Hoen
Miles Anderson
Anju Cheema
Jim Hackler
Dave Johnson
John Braithwaite

Bill Foster

RE (Bob) Brown 

Cindy Jones

Marvin Goertz
Chantal Jacques
Bill Huzar
Donna Geer
1.  Welcome & Introductions 
At 9:50 am, following a welcome by Sheila, she introduced 2 new people. This is also a Christmas social thanks to everyone who brought food.
2. Sudan Presentation  
Sheila briefly reported on Bob’s presentation. Bob can tell us more in January. 

Others commented and were happy with how it went. Vivienne Chin and others from Mainland, as well as some locals, were unable to attend due to snow.
3. Member Contact Info.
Sheila reported that to date she received 21 replies regarding contact information being shared with BCCJA and within our group. Only one person did not wish their information shared.
After a brief discussion, a suggestion: rather than wait until the other 70+ people reply (could take a long time and not everyone will) that another email be sent in early January. If members/supporters disagree, let Sheila know a.s.a.p., otherwise, silence is consent because what is the magic number and the BCCJA Board has already been waiting, as they revamp their system. 
4. Updates/ Projects
(a) John B. will update in more detail re: WHoS (William Head on Stage). Harold said the downtown churches voted unanimously in favour to support the initiative. Harold and John met with the WHI warden.
(b) Sheila reported on a Harm Reduction Symposium she attended in Nanaimo. She was asked pass around the schedule which included keynotes and workshops. She made a point of attending Jodi Paterson’s session on Communication Strategy. Ask Sheila if you are interested.
(c) Hank, Bill and Clark plan another evening event in March, with no cost to VICJA. See attached email with article links regarding the chosen topic “Mentally Disordered in Prison” for further discussion. 

Comments included: how these folks are being jailed because of no alternative. The “Minnesota experiment” went wrong and failed profoundly. If we get known for sponsoring a series of events, we may qualify for funding from foundations. Perhaps in the future, we can do an all-day event and build from there. 

The men welcome ideas for guest speakers but assure us they work well as a team and do not require help.
5.  Next Meeting
 To be confirmed by the executive, after Christmas.
Meeting adjourned at 11:10 am

** See attachment (from Clark) re: media articles “Mentally Disorder in Prison” – for March 2011 event.
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