
BC Criminal Justice Association
Minutes – Board of Directors
27 September 2012
At the home of Glenn Angus – 4249 Atlee Avenue, Burnaby
In Attendance:
· Art Gordon
· Bill Turner
· Tim Veresh
· Jim Phelps
· Henry Mathias
· Chris Thomson
· Glenn Angus
Minutes of the Previous Meeting
· Jim Phelps moves Adoption of the minutes
· Chris Thomson seconds motion
Motion Adopted
Executive of the Association
Vice Presidency
At the June AGM, Tim Veresh indicated that he would be unable to continue as 1st Vice President (and consequently would not stand for election to the presidency at the 2013 AGM).

At this meeting, it was announced that Tim would reconsider assuming the 1st Vice Presidency, and allowing his name to stand for the presidency in 2013 with the proviso that he has a variety of responsibilities towards his employer and memberships on other boards.  He specified that he would be looking for significant help from the board, should he allow his name to stand.  The members present assented to this condition.

· Jim Phelps moved that Tim Veresh be appointed 1st Vice President of the Association.
· Art Gordon seconds motion.
Motion Adopted
Secretary
The meeting was advised that Ryan Nash has difficulty attending mid-week board meetings, whether scheduled during the day or in the evening, and wished to withdraw as secretary to the board (although he wishes to continue to serve as secretary to the Congress Planning Committee).

Several suggestions offered as alternatives.

· Someone be paid a stipend to record, maintain the minutes
· The notion of a rotating minute-taker was offered
The rotating minute-taker was further discussed, and it was agreed that this would be rotated on an alphabetical basis.  Further agreed that draft minutes would be distributed with a 7 day return for corrections, otherwise would be presented to subsequent board meeting for ratification.
(Necessary to determine who’s next – these minutes recorded by Glenn Angus, so whoever is next alphabetically will be responsible for minute-taking at the next meeting).

Communications
Although the Association has a ‘communications committee’ on paper and in theory, the committee lacks a chair – this noted but not resolved at this meeting.

It was noted that an effort to recruit Dennis Finlay as media coordinator for the Congress was turned down by Dennis, as he cited the length of his retirement, and consequent loss of connections in the media...

Meeting advised that Dennis suggested either CSC or Corrections Branch media spokesperson to serve in Congress in this capacity.

After discussion, it was decided that this matter should go back to the Congress Planning Committee.

Hank Mathias to discuss with Chris Beresford (former Branch media spokesperson) for ideas, and to ask Bill Foster (VICJA) to approach Ian Haysom (Global TV) for ideas.
Association Newsletter
Art Gordon advised that the June 2013 Newsletter would be entirely dedicated to Congress.

Tim Stiles preparing the pending edition for distribution, expected within 7/10 days.

Art advised that both he and Tim would like to rotate out of their roles as ‘co-editors’, with a 15 to 18 month horizon for replacement.  They are currently committed to their role until December, 2013.

Agreed that a ‘watching brief’ be maintained for person or persons with an interest in assuming the editorship.

Board Membership
The board was advised that Treena Smith, elected to the board at June’s AGM, would temporarily withdraw from active board participation, although she was not tendering her resignation, and hoped to assume active board participation as circumstances allow at some point in the future.

Chris Thomson circulated the CV of Cindy Ramos, but noted that there was a printing error, with only the 1st, 3rd and 5th pages of a 5 page CV being distributed.  (Correct version appended).

· Tim Veresh moved that Cindy Ramos be appointed to the Board of Directors.
· Art Gordon seconded
Motion adopted.
Website
Discussion of the current state of the website, and the necessity to have capacity to correct, amend and update on a very timely basis.  Noted that the need to revise/correct/update the current website is now urgent, due to Congress.

Chris to discuss with Stan Der Leong the possibility of him taking this responsibility
Tim to make enquiries with the Nova Scotia-based firm that manages the John Howard website.
It was noted that we have an existing motion for up to $1500 on the website, previously approved and active.
Congress Budget
Discussion of the need to establish a pro-forma budget with CCJA.
Glenn and/or Chris to pursue
Program Committee
The Program Committee (Tim Veresh, Mike White, Sandy Manzardo) met subsequent to the Congress Planning Meeting (week of September 17), and determined that it would attempt to set up a series of public events/workshops on three different topical streams.  In order to pursue this decision, the program committee will meet on 10 October at 10am at the John Howard offices, 763 Kingsway – NOTE – EVERYONE WELCOME!
The meeting was advised of the possibility of Law Foundation support (as is the case with the VICJA) if the Program Committee can put together, in a timely manner, a comprehensive schedule of events.  Relevance of successfully doing this for further Law Foundation support, particularly for Congress, noted.

Treasurer’s Report
Bill Turner advised that we have a total of $9461.90 on hand.

Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 29 November at 4249 Atlee Avenue in Burnaby.  Arrive between 5 and 5:30pm – Dinner provided.


