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Progress Report
Planning for next year’s Congress on Criminal Justice is well under way.  In the fall of 2011, the Canadian Criminal Justice Association accepted the BCCJA’s proposal regarding a theme for the next Congress, and now the work has begun to identify the speakers and content that will bring to life our chosen theme, 21st Century Justice:  The Economics of Public Safety.

Early in 2012, agreement was reached with the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Downtown Vancouver to serve as the site of the Congress, and the dates were finalized.  Next year’s Congress will open on Wednesday, October 2 and close on Saturday, October 5, 2013.  

Early October is usually a time of good weather in Vancouver.  Delegates visiting from other parts of Canada and our international visitors will discover that the days are warm, the golf courses are in excellent condition, the hiking trails on the North Shore mountains are awe-inspiring – and the Coho salmon are plentiful in the harbour.
Vancouver truly is an international city, with restaurants on a par with some of the world’s best.  Our host hotel, the Hyatt Regency, is directly connected with the city’s Skytrain rapid transit system – so whether the delegates want to take the train to explore some of the city’s eclectic neighbourhoods, or walk to fine dining near the hotel, the choice is theirs.
But first …we have business to take care of.  The theme of the Congress reflects the organizers’ concerns about the sustainability of a justice system that meets the needs of Canadians at a time of growing public debt, along with increased and diverse demands being placed on the public purse.  

It is reasonable to say that we can’t solve our problems by simply throwing money at the challenges.  The justice system’s leadership has an ongoing responsibility to seek to identify and implement alternatives that meet the demands of humaneness, efficiency and effectiveness, while upholding the rule of law and safety in our communities.   And did we mention that the budget can’t be relied on to grow, so be prepared to ‘do more with less’….
That’s what the next Congress on Criminal Justice will be about – the search for better ways to do our business at a time of ongoing financial uncertainty and pressure.

There’s not a justice-related agency in this country that doesn’t face this challenge.   The intent of the Congress organizers is to help to equip the delegates and their agencies to survive – and indeed thrive – in the face of ongoing financial pressure.  The organizers hope you’ll be with us in Vancouver next year as, together, we seek the answers to equip us to do our work in uncertain times.

