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The BCCJA is a not for profit association of criminal justice and related professionals which has been fostering debate, dialogue, providing advocacy and advancing current and best practices for 40 years.  Visit our website at www.bccja.com.

The purpose of this newsletter is to provide information of professional interest to our members and colleagues. Let us know your thoughts and ideas and if you would like to be put on our distribution list at newsletter@bccja.com.
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	VERY BEST WISHES FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON!!! The Board of the British Columbia Criminal Justice Association takes this opportunity to wish our members and all readers of this newsletter a thoughtful, peaceful, joyful and hopeful Season and New Year. 

Upcoming Events

A major conference headed for Vancouver February 3 – 5, 2011 is the Western Society of Criminology Annual 2011 Conference. Click here for more on the Society and the conference.

The American Psychology and Law Society (APLS) is holding the Fourth International Congress on Psychology and Law March 2 – 5, 2011 in Miami. It will include the European Association of Psychology and Law and the Australian and New Zealand Association of Psychiatry, Psychology and Law and is considered an exceptional congress. For more information: click here.
The Canadian Criminal Justice Association is holding its next bi-annual congress in collaboration with the Société de criminologie du Québec in Québec City, October 26 - 29, 2011. In order to ensure that the congress is representative of all Canadian realities and concerns, all the affiliates have been invited to put forth proposals for workshop sessions on a variety of topics. To make submissions or suggestions, contact the CCJA at: ccja-acjp@rogers.com. 
Back to Summary
Did You Know?

Investing in early childhood development, particularly before the age of five, will save governments and society millions of dollars, according to a new research report by the Vancouver Board of Trade and the Justice Institute of British Columbia released on September 13, 2010. On November 16th the BCCJA held a forum in New Westminster to brief members and interested persons on this report. Speaker was the research author David Park, Economist Emeritus with the Vancouver Board of Trade. Click here for the report. 
The BCCJA Island chapter continues to be active on criminal justice issues, and is closing on its first full calendar year of activities and meetings.  In March 2010, they held a forum entitled “Impact of the Youth Criminal Justice Act”; in September, a public forum entitled “Policing the Police: B.C. after the Braidwood Commission”; and in November, attendees enjoyed a presentation by Bob Brown on Prisons in the Sudan. For up to date information on Vancouver Island activities, click on the “VICJA News-Vancouver Island” button on our website at www.bccja.com .

The Canadian Criminal Justice Association (CCJA) is our national organization and has existed since 1919. CCJA publishes the Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, quarterly Justice Reports, and an electronic newsletter regularly. Their website includes book reviews and position papers on important topics of relevance to criminal justice. Take a few minutes to update yourself on the information available on their website. Their regular electronic newsletter provides a quick scan of issues before government and items in the public eye and is routinely filed on our BCCJA website. For instance a recent edition reminds us that a Statistics Canada victimization survey (carried out every 5 years) suggests that 93% of Canadians are satisfied or very satisfied with their personal safety. Click here for direct access to this and more recent CCJA newsletter editions.

Malcolm Thomson, former Probation Officer in B.C., for some years now has worked as a Project Manager for Clinks, a British association which supports voluntary organizations that work with offenders and their families in England and Wales. After receiving our newsletter, Malcolm forwarded the following links which may be of interest to our readers.  Clinks puts out a weekly briefing called Light Lunch (click here) and there is a newsletter published by the Criminal Justice Alliance (click here).  Both make for interesting reading.
Our newsletter receives items of interest from many people and many sources. We want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Dr. Michael O’Connell, a psychologist in the Seattle area, who regularly contributes items of interest through his postings to the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA) list-serv. We hope all readers who come across criminal justice items of interest to your colleagues will forward them to our mailbox at: newsletter@bccja.com.
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Articles of Interest 
Criminal Justice Policy
· At any given time, there are over 1700 Canadian citizens incarcerated throughout the world. The CSC website on repatriation is here. The International Transfer of Offenders Act, which provides for this program, is being significantly amended by the Government of Canada. Click here for more on the proposed changes to the Act.
· While extensive public discussion is often seen as an important part of consensus building and policy development, this study found that, at least for science policy, the more people discuss, the less likely they are to change their views, pro or con. Read here. 

· The issue of decriminalizing illicit drugs is hotly debated, but is rarely subject to evidence-based analysis. This paper examines the case of Portugal, a nation that decriminalized the use and possession of all illicit drugs on 1 July 2001. The article discusses these developments in the context of drug law debates and criminological discussions on late modern governance. Click here to download full study.
· Here is an opinion piece by Ian Mulgrew in the Vancouver Sun on the state of British Columbia’s legal aid budget and system. Click here. 
· A $235,000 Ferrari is the first vehicle to be forfeited to the B.C. government since 2008 legislative changes allowed such confiscation. One might think that would get a driver’s attention. Click here for the story.
· Here is a very comprehensive study that tries to answer the question: What effects do prisons (and incarceration rates) have on crime? The link to the full study is at the top of the page where it reads “one click download”.  Click here for the website. 
· The following links to an opinion piece co-authored by the respective Executive Directors of the John Howard Society of Canada and the Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies on the impact of Canadian "truth in sentencing" legislation: click here. Here also is a newspaper piece on developments specific to the Fraser Valley: click here.
· An interesting opinion piece on the issues being raised in the current Supreme Court of British Columbia reference proceedings on polygamy. The various points of view on polygamy offer a complexity of community and individual interests and the Court outcomes will be significant. Click here for an article on the subject.
· The City of Surrey Crime Reduction Strategy is a problem solving approach to addressing the causes and effects of crime, in place since 2007. It is a collaborative strategy that has involved more than 100 individuals representing over 50 community groups and organizations as well as all 3 levels of government. Click here for the original report. For an update of achievements and activities check this: Click here.
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Corrections

· The federal Office of the Correctional Investigator has tabled its annual report on the Correctional Service of Canada. Scroll to the end of the report to find CSC’s response. The second link will take you to a brief overview of the report’s main findings and links to relevant media coverage. Click here for the annual report, and click here for the second link.
· The following link is to the fourth (and final) quarterly assessment of the Correctional Service of Canada's (CSC) Response to the findings and recommendations of a series of internal and external investigations on preventable deaths in custody by the Office of the Correctional Investigator. Click here.
· This author argues that money devoted to incarceration could better be spent on services that might help prevent criminal behavior. Click here.
· In recent years, courts have ordered California to reduce its prison population due to overcrowding and the resulting living conditions. Now the Supreme Court has agreed to hear an appeal to this ruling which could have significant impact on future court rulings to reduce prison populations across the U.S. To read this article click here.
· In 2009, U.S. state prison populations dropped, albeit by only 0.3%. However this marks the first reduction in this measure since 1972. This article describes and explains the decline. Click here.
Back to Summary


Criminal Behavior

· The Guardian recently published a series of articles on crime and prisons. The articles were largely written by and about the offenders themselves: click here.
·  A significant number of criminals in the U.S. are military veterans. This brief article describes some of the reasons for this phenomenon, and some of the strategies being developed in response. Click here.
· Researchers have developed models to predict the likelihood of violence on probation or parole. The model is being used to inform decisions in two major American cities. Click here for the explanation.
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Violence and Victims of Crime
· As part of its Domestic Violence Action Plan, the Government of B.C. has developed a new web portal of resources for victims of domestic violence to help them get the support they need. Click here for the website.
·  A recent UBC/SFU study suggests that the 2008 increase of the age of consent to 16 in Canada may not be reducing sexual victimization of children, most of whom are victimized before age 14: click here.
· Perhaps not surprisingly, homeless youth are disproportionately susceptible to being criminally victimized. However the rate of victimization (76% experienced violent crime) is noteworthy. Click here.
· Statistics can tell a story, but is it always told fairly? Depending on your definition, up to 25% of British children aged 10-15 were victims of crime last year. Click here to read more.

· The Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) has recently published a very interesting report on the results of 5 years of quantitative and qualitative research on the disappearance or death of more than 580 Aboriginal women and girls across Canada. For access to the report, contact NWAC through their website. Click here..
· The Centre for Disease Control has published a useful guide to train professionals in the primary prevention of sexual and intimate-partner violence. Click here for this guide.
· The World Health Organization has also published a comprehensive guide called “Preventing intimate partner and sexual aggression against women” directed toward advocates, policy makers, practitioners and researchers. Click here.
· The Australian government has adopted a comprehensive long-term plan to reduce violence against women and children. The first link takes you to the plan document (click here) and the second link (click here) to the government’s action plan. 
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Sexual Offenders

· Churches often struggle with sex offenders returning to their religious communities. This article from Christianity Today provides a thoughtful discussion. Read here.
· The National Institute of Justice has published a study that evaluated whether sex offender registration and community notification legislation has had intended effects (e.g., reduced first-time offending and recidivism). Click here for the article.
· A Los Angeles judge has recently ruled that restricting sex offenders from living a proscribed distance from schools or parks is unconstitutional. Click here for the newspaper report.
· The New Jersey Supreme Court has ruled that a sex offender may be civilly committed as a sexual violent predator even if he was denied relevant treatment during his term of incarceration. Read here.
· California has developed a comprehensive strategy to supervise sex offenders in the community. The link takes you to a summary page where you will also find a link to the full PDF report. Click here.
· Here is a site that critiques current and proposed Canadian legislation on sex offenders. Also, the site has a number of links to original research and review articles on a number of relevant issues. Click here for access to this information.
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Children and Youth
· Traumatic stress in children can have profound short- and long-term effects. Now a study from the University of Pennsylvania has reported very good results with a brief intervention that prevented the development of PTSD in 73% of children. Click here for the summary.
· This review argues that dealing appropriately with childhood traumas may have positive long-term implications for the criminal justice system. Click here.
· The following link is to the first of four articles being run by the Vancouver Sun newspaper on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, and the British Columbia Government’s plan to intervene. This first in the series is a very helpful overview. Click here.
· A successful program to assist children who have been exposed to traumatic events (e.g., war, natural disasters) has been evaluated in Israel. Click here.
· Research suggests that intervention by Child Protective Services may not improve risk factors associated with future problems. Read more.
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Mental Health 
· The Greater Vancouver Shelter Strategy does some excellent work on homelessness. Their web site has considerable information on the topic. In particular, the “other documents” tab may be of interest. Click here. 

· Researchers have discovered brain differences that may help explain gender differences in various mental disorders.  Click here.
· Here is a very interesting YouTube piece on individuals with mental illness in U.S. prisons. The documentary is produced by Aljazeera broadcasting. Click here.
· Clinical symptoms of depression and other mood disorders are likely to be missed in individuals who are extroverted. Read here.
· A recent study has shown that PTSD sufferers show increased activity in the temporal and parieto-occipital right hemispheric areas of the brain which may account for the increased likelihood of flashbacks. Click here for the summary.
· Researchers have reported a reliable screening tool for adolescent depression. Click for more.
· Medication compliance is a major concern in medicine, including with mentally disordered offenders. This research found a strategy to significantly increase medication compliance.  Very interesting.
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General Interest

· While science is highly valued in our society, research has shown that we are much more likely to believe scientific findings that agree with our cultural values, and we reject findings that run counter to our cultural beliefs. Click here.
· Research has shown that talking to yourself can be a good thing if you’re trying to control impulsive actions. Click here.
· Recent research has reported that some psychiatric disorders in teens are associated with increased “risky” sexual behaviors. Click here.
· Research has shown that many psychotherapists have clients who describe previously unreported acts of significant violence. The impact on the therapist and ethical dilemmas are discussed. Note that the linked page contains a link to the full PDF article. Click here.. 
· Indiana University has released what is considered to be largest nationally (i.e., U.S.) representative study of sexual and sexual-health behaviors ever fielded. You can get access to the published Journal articles from a box on the right side of the page. Click here.
Back to Summary


Important Sources and Resources

The Justice Institute of British Columbia specializes in justice and public safety agency training and education. Its’ library is a premier source of academic and experiential training information. For instance, visit the Library site for a prepared bibliography on a wide range of topics: gangs, bullying, critical incident stress, emergency management, etc....click here to access that site. 

Restorative Justice BC has an excellent website as a resource of interest to practitioners, community partners and others with an interest in restorative justice, who are wanting to stay up to date on current issues and practices. www.rjbc.ca to access this important information.
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