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	June 2010 Edition

	Sources and Resources — A Newsletter for Criminal Justice and Related Professionals

The BCCJA is a not for profit Association in British Columbia of criminal justice and related professionals which has been fostering debate, dialogue, providing advocacy and advancing current and best practices in B.C. for 40 years.  Visit our website at www.bccja.com.

This is the third edition of the BCCJA electronic newsletter, the purpose of which is to provide information of current professional interest, as a service of the Association. Let us know your thoughts and ideas at newsletter@bccja.com.
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Important Sources and Resources 



	Upcoming Events

Go to the BCCJA Website Calendar for a list of coming events which may be of interest in the coming months. For instance, a course by the Community Justice Initiatives Association (to be held at Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Richmond Campus) called Facilitating Victim Offender Encounters is on June 21-23. ….look on our website for more information on this activity, and for others. 

The International Institute on Special Needs Offenders and Policy Research (Canada) has its upcoming conference focusing on the treatment of special needs offenders in prisons, forensic units and the community, to be held September 19 to 22 in Niagara Falls, Ontario. 

The School of Criminal Justice at the University of Albany in New York is holding a Symposium on Crime and Justice entitled “The Past and Future of Empirical Sentencing Research” on September 23 and 24, 2010. Check their website for more information. Click here
The Canadian Institute For The Administration of Justice (CIAJ) is holding its annual conference in Vancouver in 2010, October 14 and 15. The Institute was started in 1974 and “…keeps a critical eye on our justice system and explores cutting edge issues…”. The conference topic is Sentencing and Corrections in Canada. More on this topic is at their website. Click here.
Another major conference headed for Vancouver is the Western Society of Criminology Annual 2011 Conference. There is currently a call for papers; abstracts to be submitted by October 11, 2010. Click here for more on the Society.

Those interested in sex offender issues may wish to attend the 29th Annual Research and Treatment Conference sponsored by the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers to be held in Phoenix, Arizona, October 20 through 23, 2010. This is an outstanding conference and you can get more information here. Click here.
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Did You Know?

Jeff Christian has been our able President for the last two years. Much has been accomplished by the Association under his leadership. Click here for his parting message….and info on what the BCCJA has been up to….

The BCCJA Island chapter is making great strides. A landmark meeting took place in Victoria on September 18, 2009. Over 60 people from criminal justice operations and the community met to discuss start up. Since then, much has been happening. For a very timely update, and for more information on Vancouver Island activities, you can also click on the “VICJA News-Vancouver Island” button on our website at www.bccja.com .

The Canadian Criminal Justice Association (CCJA) is our national organization and has existed since 1919. CCJA publishes the Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, quarterly Justice Reports, and an electronic newsletter regularly. Their website includes book reviews and position papers on important topics of relevance to criminal justice. Their regular electronic newsletter is routinely filed on our British Columbia website. Click here for more.
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Articles of Interest 
Corrections

· Todd Clear's American Society of Criminology 2009 presidential address discusses the "evidence-based practice" in Corrections, the problems and pitfalls. More specifically, Clear discusses the policy work needed ...and the role of ASC in attaining these policy objectives. Click here.
· There is a growing debate in Britain about the use of drug maintenance strategies (e.g., methadone) in prison. These treatments are widely used in the Correctional Service of Canada. Note that the upper-right of the linked page has additional links to articles about drugs in British prisons. The second link leads to the original report that has triggered the debate about prison drug strategies. Click here for the first article. For the original report, use this URL: click here.
· Here is a very articulate article reacting to the ongoing transformation of the Correctional Service of Canada as described in our last issue. The article's author is Conrad Black. Click here.
· While the Canadian government considers legislation that would dramatically increase the prison population, Texas, known for its "tough on crime" approach, is considering closing some prisons in favour of "community-based probation and rehabilitation efforts". Here are a few articles describing the situation. Click here, then here, and finally here.
· Also from Texas, here's information on how the "left" and "right" are coming together to promote progressive prison reform, including limiting prison populations. Could the pendulum be starting to swing? Click here.
· Ohio Prisons are setting up an email system for inmates; the State believes this could help them save money. Information from: The Columbus Dispatch. Click here. 

· “Some things just work”. This is from the John Howard Society of the Lower Mainland newsletter. One of the goals for Guy Richmond Place is to bridge the gap between the provincial institutions and the community. There are several ways in which Guy Richmond Place aims to bridge this gap. We visit the institutions on a monthly basis, accept phone calls from incarcerated offenders, and correspond to offenders in the institution via letter writing. Click here. 
· This also is from the John Howard Society newsletter: “Not just here for the cookies”. It is hard to imagine that behind busy Highway 10, nestled alongside a Surrey suburbia community and down the road from a busy YMCA is the Surrey Pre-Trial Centre. Click here. 
· Third Quarterly Assessment of the Correctional Service of Canada's Response to Deaths in Custody Reports and Investigations. Click here.
Back to Summary


Criminal Behavior

· The brains of psychopaths appear to be wired to keep seeking a reward at any cost, new research from Vanderbilt University finds. The research uncovers the role of the brain's reward system in psychopathy and opens a new area of study for understanding what drives these individuals. Click here.
· Here's a research article that makes the argument that increased use of pornography has actually contributed to the reduction in sexual assault reported over the last few decades. Click here.
· An article summarizing research showing the effectiveness of cognitive behavioural therapy at reducing criminal recidivism in both juveniles and adults. The second link provides much more information on this topic. Click here and here.
· Here is an interesting and likely controversial reaction among American judges to the ever increasing penalties being imposed for possession of pornography. Click here.
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Violence Prevention

· WHO and Liverpool John Moores University launched Violence prevention: the evidence, an eight-part series of briefings on the evidence for interventions to prevent interpersonal and self-directed violence. By spotlighting evidence for the effectiveness of interventions, Violence prevention: the evidence provides clear directions for how violence prevention funders, policy makers and programme implementers can boost the impact of their violence prevention efforts. Click here for all 8 reports.
· Tough on crime and soft on offenders make strange bedfellows – money talks when it comes to how to stop crime and prevent violence. Click here. 

Victims of Crime

· An excellent review of evidence related to society's sexualisation of girls authored by an American Psychological Association task force.  Click here.
· New research suggests that we reconsider our understanding of internet predators. The findings may suggest more effective ways of protecting potential victims. Click here.
· Here's a study suggesting that a history of sexual abuse can result in high-risk pregnancy even if the woman happily welcomes the pregnancy. Click here. 

· Criminology and Public Policy published an issue dealing with Human Trafficking victims. Click here.
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Sexual Offenders

· An analysis that tries to determine why sexual offending against children has been declining over the last 15-20 years. Click here.
· An interesting mathematical approach to identifying intended and unintended consequences of the wide variety of laws in the U.S. designed to restrict where sex offenders can live. Click here.
· This is an article (with links to video material) of U.K.'s use of Circles of Support and Accountability (COSA), an effective program developed in Canada to help very high risk sex offenders succeed in the community. Click here.
· An interesting article about how a sex offender therapist and his community dealt with two high-risk sex offenders moving into their neighbourhood. Click here.
· Using math to formulate sex offender laws. Click on this.
· This study deals with the role of age and aging in the criminal careers of sex offenders - it challenges common perceptions about the stability of offending over time. Click here.
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Sentencing
· A report entitled: The Impact of Mandatory Minimum Penalties in Federal Sentencing (May 27, 2010), prepared for the United States Sentencing Commission by the Executive Director of the Sentencing Project (USA). Click Here.
Back to Summary


Mental Health

Mental Health and Criminal Justice
· A very interesting and easy-to-read study that found that, in the United States, there are now more than three times more seriously mentally ill persons in jails and prisons than in hospitals, thus providing empirical support to the claim that prisons have become our society's mental hospitals. Click here.
· This article describes a one-page questionnaire that appears to be an effective tool to help primary care doctors screen patients for four common psychiatric illnesses, thus increasing the likelihood that these disorders are identified and treated. A link to the questionnaire is included in the article. Click here.
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General Interest

· Criminology and Public Policy published an issue dealing with Human Trafficking victims. Click here. 

· Gang related crime and anti-social behaviour continue to be issues of concern at both a national and international level. A study has been undertaken in order to respond to a need for evidence and support in developing interventions in areas experiencing problems around gang-related criminal activity. The review focuses on assessing the effectiveness of interventions so that recommendations can be made around replication and implementation. Click here. 
· This 612-page report from the Human Rights Watch is the organization's 20th annual review of human rights practices around the globe, summarizes major human rights trends in more than 90 nations. Click here.
· An interesting site from the Kinsey Institute summarizing empirical data on a very wide variety of sexually related myths, behaviours and practices. There is an extensive bibliography with internet links for some references. Click here.
· A study has found very little public consensus when determining if one has "had sex". Click here.
· A recent study confirms that the presence of an attractive woman elevates testosterone levels and physical risk taking in young men. Click here.
· Only in America, you say? When a Wisconsin town introduced a sex education curriculum that included contraceptive methods, the local district attorney determined that teachers could be charged with contributing to the delinquency of minors. Click here.
· As the Vatican tries to deal with recent allegations of sexual misconduct among priests, a senior Vatican official argues that such pedophilic and hebophilic behaviour is related to homosexuality. Click here.
· Further to the last article, here are two documents related to hebophilia in the Church by an eminent Canadian researcher, Dr. James Cantor. The first deals with a variety of issues and questions that have been raised by the public. The second is a thoughtful examination of the evidence relating pedophilia and homosexuality. Click here and here.
· In case you need another reason to do the "right" thing, recent research suggests that engaging in moral actions may increase your capacity for willpower and physical endurance. Click here.
· Research is showing that today's college students are considerably less empathetic than their counterparts were 20-40 years ago. Click here.
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Important Sources and Resources

The Safer Society Foundation periodically conducts surveys of all sex offender programs in North America. It contains a wealth of possibly useful information, and so we have repeated the reference in this current newsletter.  It can be downloaded for free here. Click here.
The Justice Institute of British Columbia specializes in justice and public safety agency training and education. It’s library is a premier source of academic and experiential training information. For instance, visit the Library site for a prepared bibliography on a wide range of topics: gangs, bullying, critical incident stress, emergency management, etc....click here to access that site. Also, you can go to the BCCJA website for a recently compiled list of book titles on criminal justice matters…click here. 
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