	
[image: image1.png]



	March 2010 Edition

	Sources and Resources — A Newsletter for Criminal Justice and Related Professionals

The BCCJA is a not for profit Association in British Columbia of criminal justice and related professionals which has been fostering debate, dialogue, providing advocacy and advancing current and best practices in B.C. for 40 years.  Visit our website at www.bccja.com.

This is the second edition of the BCCJA electronic newsletter, the purpose of which is to provide information of current professional interest, as a service of the Association. Let us know your thoughts and ideas at newsletter@bccja.com.
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Important Sources and Resources 


	Upcoming Events

Go to the BCCJA Website Calendar for a list of coming events which may be of interest. For instance, the Fraser Valley Criminal Justice Conference focusing on youth and the community is taking place April 27-30 in Abbotsford. A course by the Community Justice Initiatives Association (to be held at Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Richmond Campus) called Facilitating Victim Offender Encounters is on June 21-23….look on our website for more information on these activities, and for others. 
A conference called “Building RJ in British Columbia - A Working Conference for Advocates and Practitioners” is set for April 30 – May 1 in Abbotsford, planned by representatives from across the Province.
Vancouver will host the International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services annual conference. This year it is entitled “Mental Health and Forensic Practice Across the Lifespan: Prevention and Promotion”. 
The International Institute on Special Needs Offenders and Policy Research (Canada) has its upcoming conference focusing on the treatment of special needs offenders in prisons, forensic units and the community, to be held September 19 to 22 in Niagara Falls, Ontario. 
Public Safety Canada and the Simon Fraser University School of Criminology and Institute for Criminal Justice Policy has convened a blue ribbon panel seminar on reintegration into the community. Moderated by Julian V. Roberts, Professor of Criminology and Fellow of Worcester College, University of Oxford, it is on March 19 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Segal Centre, 515 W Hastings St, Vancouver. 

Vancouver is also hosting the American Psychology-Law Society conference March 18-20 at the Westin Bayshore.
Play golf….or even pretend to? Put the 2010 Justice Open on your calendar for June 4th. This event is jointly sponsored by the John Howard Society of the Lower Mainland, the John Howard Society of British Columbia, and our own B.C Criminal Justice Association. A well attended annual event, this year it will be at the Fort Langley Golf and Country Club. More info to come. 
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Did You Know?

The BCCJA lower Island chapter is making great strides. A landmark meeting took place in Victoria on September 18, 2009. Over 60 people from criminal justice operations and the community met to discuss start up. Since then, much has been happening. For a very timely update, click here.
The Canadian Criminal Justice Association (CCJA) is our national organization and has existed since 1919. CCJA publishes the Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, quarterly Justice Reports, and an electronic newsletter regularly. Their website includes book reviews and position papers on important topics of relevance to criminal justice. Their regular electronic newsletter is routinely filed on our British Columbia website. Click here for more.

Chris Thomson is our First Vice President. He has worked in corrections for over 30 years as a probation officer, sex offender specialist, analyst and presently seconded to the Justice Institute of British Columbia as Coordinator and Instructor. Since 1995, much of his time has been devoted to training government and non-government employees about sex offenders and how to manage them in the community. He spent four years teaching in New York City at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, between 2002-2006. Through the B.C. Corrections Branch, Chris was invited to Riga, Latvia to do training in sex offender management for the Latvian probation service for 3 weeks in the Fall of last year. For more click here. 
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Articles of Interest 
Corrections

· While many jurisdictions are building new prisons to meet demand, the Netherlands is closing some of their prisons due to lack of demand. Click here. 
· Research arguing for new ways to improve prisons and reduce violent crime. Click here. 
· Discussion of the challenges of prisons adapting to an aging prison population. Click here. 
· This is a progress report from the Office of the Correctional Investigator on outcomes for federal Aboriginal offenders, based on the current CSC Strategic Plan for Aboriginal Offenders. Click here.
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Criminal Behavior

· A recent report from the UK Ministry of Justice on the assessment of evidence on effectiveness of interventions with persistent/prolific offenders. Click here.  

· Two related articles discussing recent findings that incarceration in juvenile justice facilities greatly increases likelihood of later adult criminal involvement. Click here and here.
· Research has shown a link between exposure to lead and criminal behavior. Click here. 
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Youth Justice
· Canada’s youth crime laws hailed as success. Click here.
· Reforming young offender laws won’t enhance public safety: academics. Click here. Click here. 
· Tories would name convicted young offenders. Click here.
Victims of Crime

· There is considerable evidence that early childhood abuse can have a range of short- and long-term negative impacts. A recent study has found a link between such abuse and early cellular aging. Click here. 

· Researchers have developed a non-invasive technique to block the return of fear memories in humans. Click here.  

· A recent study has reported very sharp decreases in the incidence of child abuse. Click here.
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Sexual Offenders

· An interesting review of the impact of residency restrictions on sexual offenders. Click here.
· Here are two interesting papers addressing the advantages and problems associated with GPS monitoring of sexual offenders. Click here and here.
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Substance Abuse

· A new brain-imaging study shows that active cocaine abusers can suppress drug craving, suggesting new ways to help them quit and avoid relapse. Click here.
· A recent study shows that online interventions for problem alcohol use can be effective in changing drinking behaviors and offer significant public health benefits. Click here.
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Mental Health

· Preview the proposed changes for the next version of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5). They are also welcoming comments, but that must be done by April 20, 2010. Click here.
· And for those who are particularly interested in the paraphilias, here is an interesting article describing the proposed changes for those disorders. Click here.
· An interesting article arguing that our "western" and more scientific view of mental illness has affected the nature and expression of mental disorders throughout the world. Click here.
· Description of recent research that claims great accuracy in identifying PTSD and the intensity of the disorder by the use of magnetoencephalography (MEG), a non-invasive measurement of magnetic fields in the brain. Click here.
· Recent research has shown that ADHD may, in part, be linked to exposure to lead. This link will take you to a summary of the research: Click here.
· Or you can access the complete research paper here: Click here.
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General Interest

· A recent study using functional MRI has found differences in how men and women respond to positive and negative stimuli. Click here.
· A Universite de Montreal study questions the deleterious effects of using pornography. Click here.
· Scientists have discovered the physiological mechanisms in the brain that underlie broken promises. Patterns of brain activity may even predict whether someone will break a promise in future. Click here.
· Researchers have found that power makes people stricter in moral judgment of others — while being less strict of their own behaviour. Click here.
· And another one for you powerful people out there! While most people become stressed when lying, new research shows that people with power feel just fine when lying — and are better at getting away with it. Click here.
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Important Sources and Resources
The Safer Society Foundation periodically conducts surveys of all sex offender programs in North America. It contains a wealth of possibly useful information and can be downloaded for free here. Click here.
Resources addressing the perpetration of sexual violence. (There is lots of good material here). Click here.
The Justice Institute of British Columbia specializes in justice and public safety agency training and education. It’s library is a premier source of academic and experiential training information. For instance, visit the Library site for a prepared bibliography on a wide range of topics: gangs, bullying, critical incident stress, emergency management, etc....click here to access that site. Also, you can go to the BCCJA website for a recently compiled list of book titles on criminal justice matters…click here. 
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