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	September 2010 Edition

	Sources and Resources — A Newsletter for Criminal Justice and Related Professionals

The BCCJA is a not for profit Association in British Columbia of criminal justice and related professionals which has been fostering debate, dialogue, providing advocacy and advancing current and best practices in B.C. for 40 years.  Visit our website at www.bccja.com.

This is the fourth edition of the BCCJA electronic newsletter, the purpose of which is to provide information of current professional interest, as a service of the Association. Let us know your thoughts and ideas and if you would like to be put on our distribution list ideas at newsletter@bccja.com.
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	Upcoming Events

Go to the BCCJA Website Calendar for a list of coming events which may be of interest in the coming months. For instance, a Ting Forum entitled: Women in Corrections: New Directions” is occurring on Thursday, October 14, 2010 at Douglas College, from 3:30 to 6:30 pm. (This Ting Forum is co-sponsored by SFU Criminology, Correctional Services Canada and Douglas College Criminology). The Keynote speaker is Dr. Kelly Hannah-Moffat, Professor of Sociology, University of Toronto, with a blue ribbon panel. . ….look on our website for more information on this activity, and for others. 

The Canadian Institute For The Administration of Justice (CIAJ) is holding its annual conference in Vancouver in 2010, October 14 and 15. The Institute was started in 1974 and “…keeps a critical eye on our justice system and explores cutting edge issues…”. The conference topic is Sentencing and Corrections in Canada. More on this topic is at their website. Click here.
The Canadian Resource Centre for Victims of Crime presents: Witnessing Victims' Resistance to Violence and Oppression, a 2-day training session With Dr. Allan Wade on October 25 and 26 in Ottawa. For more information, contact Heidi Illingworth or Krista Gray-Donald at (heidi@crcvc.ca) or (krista@crcvc.ca).
Another major conference headed for Vancouver is the Western Society of Criminology Annual 2011 Conference. There is currently a call for papers; abstracts to be submitted by October 11, 2010. Click here for more on the Society.

Those interested in sex offender issues may wish to attend the 29th Annual Research and Treatment Conference sponsored by the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers to be held in Phoenix, Arizona, October 20 through 23, 2010. This is an outstanding conference and you can get more information here. Click here.
The FASD 3rd Annual Fall Conference organized by the FASD Collaboration Roundtables (www.fasdroundtables.ca) is being held at Douglas College in New Westminster October 22-23, 2010. Minister for MCFD and Responsible For Child Care  Mary Polak is one of the important plenary speakers, along with an outstanding list of workshops. There is an early registration, and more information available by emailing: mailbox@pcrs.ca. 

The Surrey Coalition Against Domestic Abuse (SCADA) in concert with several contributing sponsors and coalition working members, is holding a one day conference for Surrey based service providers on November 9, 2010 at Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Surrey Campus. For more information and registration requirements, contact Pardeep Sahota at pardeep.sahota@pics.bc.ca.

The John Howard Society, Regina Council, is hosting the National Restorative Justice Symposium November 14 – 16, 2010 at Regina. For more information go to www.restorativejustice2010.com.

The 14th Annual Restorative Justice Conference is being held at Ferndale Institution in Mission on November 16, 2010. The guest speaker is the Rev. Dr. Pierre Allard, former (ret) Assistant Commissioner, Community Engagement, Correctional Services Canada. Contact Marion Robinson at marion16@telus.net or phone 604-826-1661 for registration deadline and requirements information.

The American Psychology and Law Society (APLS) is holding the Fourth International Congress on Psychology and Law March 2 – 5, 2011 in Miami. It will include the European Association of Psychology and Law and the Australian and New Zealand Association of Psychiatry, Psychology and Law and is considered an exceptional congress. For more information: www.ap-ls.org/conferences/apls2011/index2011.html.
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Did You Know?

The BCCJA Island chapter is making great strides. A landmark meeting took place in Victoria on September 18, 2009. Over 60 people from criminal justice operations and the community met to discuss start up. Since then, much has been happening. Most recently, on September 16, a public forum entitled “Policing the Police: B.C. after the Braidwood Commission” was held. Moderated by the distinguished Ted Hughes, QC, the panel was Bob Downie, Deputy Chief Saanich Police Services, Vince Bevan Chief Ottawa Police Services (retired), Terry La Liberte, QC, former Vancouver Police Board member and Dirk Ryenveld, QC, former Police Complaints Commissioner. For a short brief on this event and for other Vancouver Island activities, click on the “VICJA News-Vancouver Island” button on our website at www.bccja.com .

The Canadian Criminal Justice Association (CCJA) is our national organization and has existed since 1919. CCJA publishes the Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, quarterly Justice Reports, and an electronic newsletter regularly. Their website includes book reviews and position papers on important topics of relevance to criminal justice. Their regular electronic newsletter provides a quick scan of issues before government and items in the public eye and is routinely filed on our British Columbia website. Click here for direct access to those newsletters.

Restorative Justice BC has a new and excellent website as a resource of interest to practitioners, community partners and others with an interest in restorative justice, who are wanting to stay up to date on current issues and practices. www.rjbc.ca to access this important information.
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Articles of Interest 
Criminal Justice Policy
· Investing in early childhood development, particularly before the age of five, will save governments and society millions of dollars, according to a new research report by The Vancouver Board of Trade and Justice Institute of British Columbia released on September 13, 2010. Click here for this report.
· If locking up more people for longer periods is the answer, the United States should be the safest place on Earth. But while Canada is intent on adding to its prison population, America is cutting back, saddled with a massive prison industry it can’t afford. Click here  for this Maclean’s article.
· Stockwell Day is facing criticism after he suggested that Ottawa needs to spend billions of dollars on new prisons in order to lock up people who commit “unreported” crimes. To see the news item, click here.
· For decades, Indiana's (and most American jurisdictions') answer to crime has been to adopt tough new laws and strict sentencing policies to make sure offenders stay behind bars. This article examines the impact of these policies on public safety and the public purse. Click here for more.

· Here's an article describing some apparently very successful crime prevention programs that ultimately failed for "political" reasons. Click here for the article.

· The recent Canadian "truth in sentencing" legislation will likely cost an additional one billion dollars annually. Click here for that view. For those who wish to get their facts from the source, here is a link to the website for the Office of the Parliamentary Officer on the additional costs required by this legislation. 
· The U.S. Congress is in the process of establishing a bi-partisan panel to comprehensively review all aspects of the American criminal justice system. Here are three relevant links: here, here and here.

· The Bureau of Justice Statistics recently released a report on sexual victimization in prisons and jails. Click here for the report.
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Criminal Behavior

· Here are links to three articles (and the audio broadcasts) from a three-part National Public Radio series discussing brain abnormalities in psychopaths. Click here and here and here.
· This link is to a very interesting blog by Dr. Karen Franklin. The first article (currently) discusses a new meta-analysis on risk prediction; other articles follow below. The page also provides links to other blogs and relevant websites. Click here.
· A study has reported a specific gene that appears to be associated with psychopathy. Click here.
· Click here for an excellent report from the World Health Organization on preventing intimate partner and sexual violence against women. 

· A recent Swedish study concludes that having bipolar disorder does not increase the likelihood of violent crime. Click here for the study.
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Violence Prevention

· A provincial strategy to reduce violent crime should focus not just on policing and prosecutions but also on underlying social problems, said Saskatoon's police chief. Read more, click here.
· The WHO and Liverpool John Moores University launched Violence prevention: the evidence, an eight-part series of briefings on the evidence for interventions to prevent interpersonal and self-directed violence. By spotlighting evidence for the effectiveness of interventions, Violence prevention: the evidence provides clear directions for how violence prevention funders, policy makers and programme implementers can boost the impact of their violence prevention efforts. Click here for all 8 reports.
· The WHO has done it again. Another significant report on the prevention of violence.  This one focused on the prevention and reduction of intimate partner and sexual violence. It brings together the critical evidence on the consequences of such violence. The harm they cause can last a lifetime and span generations, with serious adverse affects on health, education and employment. It assesses the evidence on what works to prevent it and what does not work. Click here. 

Victims of Crime

· Here is an excellent newspaper article on a case that has been before us for years, profiling restorative justice and its potential impact on the criminal justice system generally and on victims in particular. Click here.
· “Sexting” is commonly defined as youth taking sexually explicit photos or videos of themselves or others in their peer group and sending those photos or messages via cell phones or computers to their peers. A recent webinar addressed a number of important issues related to this rapidly growing, and potentially very dangerous, practice. This link will take you to the host site which promises to post a recording of the webinar shortly. You can bookmark the page and check back to see when it's available: click here.
· Here is another review on sexting focusing on legal and legislative issues. Click here.
· And yet another article on sexting based on a survey of teenagers attesting to its prevalence. There are two links at the bottom of the page for the full reports. 

· This review argues that dealing appropriately with childhood traumas may have positive long-term implications for the criminal justice system. Click here.
· The U.S. Department of Justice has recently released a National Strategy for Child Exploitation Prevention and Interdiction. The first link is to the DOJ report (here); the second (here) is to a related news article.

· A new report confirms that child abuse in the U.S. continues to decline. A link to the full report can be found at the bottom of the linked page.  Click here to get to the location for the link you need.
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Sexual Offenders

·  Here is the link to a highly critical article from Forbes describing some of the problems and limitations of sex offender registries as used in the U.S. 

· Oprah recently interviewed four child molesters on air. The first link will take you to the full two-hour interview. Click here. This second link  takes you to an article based on the interviews discussing "Four things you need to know about child molesters".   

· Despite enormous costs, it appears that registration and community notification of sex offenders has no effect on reducing sexual (re)offending or the number of victims. This link will take you to a report by the Justice Policy Institute. For those with less time, there is a link on the same page to a PowerPoint summary of the findings and recommendations. Click here.
· Here is a site that critiques current and proposed Canadian legislation on sex offenders. Also, the site has a number of links to original research and review articles on a number of relevant issues. Click here for access to this information.

· Click here for a free peer-reviewed journal on sex offender treatment. It is the official journal of the International Association for the Treatment of Sexual Offenders (IATSO). 

· Here are two links describing the ongoing Dunkenfeld project in Germany that seeks to treat undetected pedophiles and hebophiles in order to prevent future offending. Click here and here.
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Sentencing
· Here are two papers describing evidence related to the impact of minimum sentencing standards on community safety and incarceration rates. The first was presented in October 2009 to the Canadian parliamentary Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs: click here.
· The second paper is a report entitled: The Impact of Mandatory Minimum Penalties in Federal Sentencing (May 27, 2010), prepared for the United States Sentencing Commission by the Executive Director of the Sentencing Project (USA). Click here. 

· The most recent (2009) annual report from the Sentencing Project represents a very thoughtful and influential U.S. group focusing on research and advocacy in criminal justice sentencing policy. Click here for the report.

· Also, you may wish to visit the Sentencing Project's web site which contains a wealth of well-researched information on a wide variety of criminal justice issues. Click here for the link to the website.
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Mental Health 
· There is growing interest in understanding why some people are more or less vulnerable to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. This article suggests a genetic link, and further argues the gene may predict treatment outcome. The findings may have implications for refining and individualizing treatment approaches for a variety of mental disorders. Click here.
· There is evidence that recovering addicts who avoid dealing with stress experience more drug cravings than those who directly address the source of stress. Click here.
· Here is a recent study that addresses the question: why do only some drug users become addicts? Click here.



· Charlie Rose of PBS recently hosted a multi-part series on the brain featuring some of the foremost researchers and clinicians. Episode nine focused specifically on mental health. All the episodes we have seen are well worth the time. Click here.
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General Interest

· Here is an B.C.Business article that concludes there are more addiction treatment providers in British Columbia than anywhere else in Canada. The Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse (CCSA), which lists all known addiction-related agencies, shows 288 treatment facilities in B.C. That’s three times as many as in neighbouring Alberta, and a dozen more than Ontario, where the population is triple B.C.’s. In fact, B.C. is home to more than a quarter of the 1,016 treatment providers in the whole country. Click here. 

· Is this a modern version of phrenology? A study has found that the size of various areas of the brain corresponds to specific personality characteristics. Click here.
· Here is an excellent paper that seeks to concisely document ongoing research in the major areas of concern regarding online safety and risky youth behaviors: sexual solicitation and Internet-initiated sex crimes involving minors, online harassment and cyberbullying, youth access to problematic content, and youth-generated problematic content. Click here.
· An interesting article challenges the link between suicide and mental illness. Click here.
· Recent research reported two assessment tools that seem to predict future suicide attempts. Neither tool relies on self-report which tends not to be very reliable or predictive. 

· For those interested in malingering in a forensic context, this web site contains a large number of relevant information and links. Click here and malinger….

· Research suggests that religious thinking can help manage stress associated with failure ... but only if you believe. Click here.
· A very interesting perspective on "normal" social behaviour from an observer who has autism. This is from NPR so there is an audio component available. Click here.
· Research suggests that students who cheat share some of the personality characteristics of psychopaths. Moreover, these students feel entitled to cheat and see no moral concerns. Click here.
· A passing man, who took a picture of two girls "flashing" in public, could face five years in prison and may have to register as a sex offender. Click here.
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Important Sources and Resources

The Safer Society Foundation periodically conducts surveys of all sex offender programs in North America. It contains a wealth of possibly useful information, and so we have repeated the reference in this current newsletter.  It can be downloaded for free here. Click here.
The Justice Institute of British Columbia specializes in justice and public safety agency training and education. It’s library is a premier source of academic and experiential training information. For instance, visit the Library site for a prepared bibliography on a wide range of topics: gangs, bullying, critical incident stress, emergency management, etc....click here to access that site. Also, you can go to the BCCJA website for a recently compiled list of book titles on criminal justice matters…click here. 
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