The Vancouver Island Branch of the BC Criminal Justice Association held a public presentation November 25/2010 on the “Challenges to the Southern Sudan Prison Services”. Bob Brown, (former parole District Director with CSC, and former Director of the Prisons Program at the International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy now involved in international consulting on prison reform) presented this topic.  It was well attended on a night when many would have happily stayed inside due to an earlier snowfall however, the cozy confines of the lounge of St. John the Divine, however, was a warm respite.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bob Brown, having been active with this reform movement, talked about the challenges and the successes of working in Southern Sudan.  From historical events (two civil wars) to the apprehension of the upcoming January referendum for independence, all of these situations have an immediate impact on prison reform.  Of particular note is the work being done in education, officer training and here in British Columbia, by the women offenders at Alouette River, who have participated in the making of reusable sanitary napkins for officers and inmates alike at the Juba Prison.  This has substantially reduced medical issues with the women who have to endure difficult conditions while working as officers and those who are incarcerated.  This presentation really brought home to many the need to reach out internationally to those countries who are engaged in progressive prison and judicial reform.  
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