Vancouver Island CJA
Meeting January 13, 2011
St. John the Divine Church
Record of Proceedings
Present (16)
Bob Mitchell
Sheila Paul (recorder)
Anju Cheema 
Steve Howell 
Eleanor Creighton
John Braithwaite

Miles Anderson (chair)
Jennifer Phillips
Hank Mathias 
Donna Geer
Cindy Jones

Larry Wartel

Bill Foster

Bill Huzar

David Bratzer 
Bob Brown
Regrets (10)
Teri DuTemple
Chantal Jacques
Clark Russell
Dave Johnson
Eleanor Creighton 


Roger Cutler
Ranj Atwal 
Harold Munn 
Terry Richardson
Vaughan Barrett
1.  Welcome/ Introductions & Happy New Year
At 9:35 am, Miles welcomed everyone. We look forward to 2011.
2. Sudan Presentation Summary  
Bob Brown commented on his presentation, which cost the group $58. 
A donation of $68, collected that evening, will supply 33 women in Juba with menstrual pads through the Pads for Prison Project. This project also provides positive opportunities for women inmates from Lower Mainland prisons to help Juba inmates in a meaningful way, encouraging life skills and confidence, and much more.
It was suggested Vivienne Chin and Bob consider doing their presentation at an up Island location.

Bob also updated us on the current vote to succeed the North from South Sudan, which is going well, thus far.
3. Member Email Contact Information
Sheila reported that her email was worded such because the executive does not know who are paid members and that it was easier to send one message to cover both aspects of sharing email contact information. 

She sent out a second message (Jan. 8) to the Group List and will give it another week or so for people to inform her if they object to having their email address shared with the BCCJA Board and/or our group.
It was noted that, to date, 2 people did not want their information shared.

3. (a) John showed the Jan. 2011 edition of the quarterly Canadian Journal of Criminology & Criminal Justice that category B paid members receive entitled, Viewpoints on Criminal Justice Issues. It includes a (“very much condensed version”) Compendium of Position Papers on timely topics that have been presented to parliamentary committees.
The executive were given a copy to share with anyone interested. 
4. WHoS Update
John B. updated on WHoS (William Head on Stage) and reminded us that support was good and consultations were positive. There was some discussion of “internal politics” but it is onward and upward in the process.
He asked that we all have a quiet word with our respective organizations on the topic and let him know the outcome, please.

5.  March Event – “Mentally Disordered in Prisons” 

Hank provided a brief background of the event and how an Ontario judge will not put the mentally disordered in prison. Sheila sent an email about articles for further reading. Hank asked for questions. It is being planned for March 14 or 15 at UVic, at no cost to the group. A discussion about who the speakers will be followed. 
Hank is looking for ideas for a third forum in the late fall or early 2012. These events interest the community and provide support to get our group known.

Bill F. mentioned a CBC radio program this morning where a former judge addressed this topic. Check online for the broadcast under today’s date.
This topic developed into a discussion about the possibility of a unified theme for Congress 2013.
John B. reported that our initial monies are almost gone. He will speak to the provincial treasurer. This topic was tabled for further discussion.
6. Other Items to Discuss

(a) Congress 2013 Planning

An initial meeting is set for Jan. 22 at 11 AM in Tsawwassen (transportation provided) to generate ideas for Congress 2013 in Vancouver. It is open to any member that may be interested in contributing, not for the committee. John B., Miles and Hank plan to attend so pass on your ideas to them even if you cannot attend. Sheila will email a notice about this in the next day or so.

(b) Laramie Project production – Jan 12 -29. Bob B. highly recommends this play that begins tonight in Victoria. Our own Ralph Sketchley plays 3 roles in it. 

(c) Comments about various topics covered in this meeting include:

- “Public Safety” (from Journal) re: prison issue

- next event – media relations – give kudos when media does a good job

Examples: 
- send Jody Paterson an email on her recent article 
- end of Sept. “public perception on criminal justice” 

- Stephanie Coombs (TC city editor) receives 200 press releases per day

- David B. offered help on this subject

7.  Next Meeting/ Adjournment
 February 17, 2011 - note NEW time 10:00 AM
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 AM.
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