VANCOUVER ISLAND CRIMINAL JUSTICE ASSOCIATION SPONSORS FIRST EVENT:  A SYMPOSIUM ON THE YOUTH CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACT…”MISSION ACCOMPLISHED OR MISSION IMPSSIBLE” – MARCH 14, 2010 AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA…
On Sunday, March 14, 2010 the newly sanctioned Vancouver Island Criminal Justice Association, a branch of the BCCJA, sponsored and hosted its first official event…a symposium on the Youth Criminal Justice Act titled “Mission Accomplished or Mission Impossible” on the University of Victoria campus.

While attendance was small with approximately 25 interested people in the auditorium, the event was classified as a resounding success given the excellent written feedback folks left behind as the afternoon came to a close.  

Our keynote speaker, Mr. Alan Markwart, Senior Executive Director with the BC Ministry of Children and Family Development provided an excellent presentation on the impact of the YCJA in BC followed by an informative statistical perspective on the impact nationally by Mary Clare Kennedy, BA Honors in Sociology, University of Victoria.  The afternoon concluded with 2 high quality panel discussions based on the impact of the YCJA on the court process and lastly the impact of the YCJA on related agencies.

The panelists all came with significant expertise in their respective areas of discipline and provided for much discussion and on behalf of the VICJA “Branch” I certainly want to extend my sincere thanks to everyone who participated and helped make this event so successful…we could not have done it without you!
Future events within the justice environment are in the planning stages that will be of continued interest to our membership, professional associations/partnerships and our Vancouver Island communities…stay tuned everyone!

